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lESIBlCT 

Six pupils vere 3elected at randop froa each of 
grades one through eight in a single school and vere asked to vrite a 
rough draft of any length on any topic of interest to thea. The 48 
resulting essays vere analyzed for errors in punctuation and sentence 
structure. Besults- indicated that elementary school children have 
difficulty in placing punctuation at the end of a sentence, in / 
treating their ideas separately, and in capitalizing t»he beginning of 
a nev sentence. Bunion sentences vere a problea across the grades. 
Tables suaaarize the types of errors aade by 50X or acre of the 
students at each grade level and those aade by 10X to SOS of all of 
the students. (lA) 
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**YOUNG WRITERS* ERROR TEMDEMCT" 

ii ' By Chet Mazur 

Whenever the vritings pupils were assessed there appeared to be one 
error . most frequently occurring and made hy the most writers . Changing 
grade level's didn't make any difference, the error seemed to per«l8tently • 
occur. 



) 



Were students playing games? Was this error becoming distorted? In 
questioning other teeu^hers their responses seemed positive, negative or 
evasive. 

With this stimulation of curosity it was decided to find out if run 
on sentences (defined on Page 5) were a nagging problem in this school. 



\ 



Chet Mazur 



'Of. C.J* .Of THr'*rf-;': f-i 



u s 0EPA8TMENT OF HEALTH. 
EDUCATION « WCLFA8E 
r NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF 

EDUCATION 

THIS DOCUMENT HAS 866N REPRO- 
DUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM 
THE'PERSONOR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN. 
ATINGIT POlNTSOf VJEW OR OPINIONS 
STATED OO NOT NECESSARILY REPRE* 
SENT Off ICIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTEOF 
EDUCATION POSITION OR POLICY 



V) 
ERIC 



2 

1 



The hunch was: Run on sentences were the mast occurring error of o«f y<mng 

A ■ - ♦ ' ■ ■ 

writers in grades i through 8. If this hunch was true then it is a con- ^ 
cem for all the grade teachers cabling out for attention and corrective 
measures. 

With the help of some colleagues a study was organized to see if 

this was true in the school I was teaching in. * 

All the pupils in the pchool were given a number and the computer randcanly 
selected six pupils from each grade one throtigh eight. These US pupils >f ere 
informed by their regular teacher or English Teacher that p ample of their 
writing was needed for a study. They were requested to wri^ a rough dra^t 
of any length on any topic of interest to them. Their pap^s, they were 
assured, *woul*d not be used for grades or affect their c/ass work in a^ way; 
If they were goin^ to make any** corrections rather the^ erase it was suggeS/^d 
that they Just draw a line through whatever corrections they wanted to in^e. 



Their papers would be returned to them if they so 4«sired. 
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with very little prompting a one Bttndred per cent rettim was obtained 

from the faculty at the van den Berg Learning School of Pr€u:tice in Hew 

^ > / • • 

Paltz j Hew York. ' . • ' ^ 

' ^is Campus School of approximately 325 students ranges from nursery 

f 

schoojL through eighth grade* All strata of students are represented in 
each ||3;rade. The school is open to everyone desiring to at,tend by means of 
the I'OtterjT system. Various types of teaching styles are offered. Teachers 
of vacioxis ages, talents and interests make up the staff. One major difference, 
besides commitment to research, innovations and college responsibilities, then 
that of most public schools,* is that the Pra^ ice School hosts many partici- 
pants, observers and student teachers from the college. \ 

' - • - ' '■/'-. ^ ' " ■ • 
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As the analyzing of the pupils' visiting proceeded, the errors vere 
listed and tallied as they appeajred. ~ In ~thi8 maimer a comparison could 
he arranged to give support^ as to Jiist what were the most frequent occ 
ring erron Gu:ross the glrades'. 

While six samples of children's writing per grade level, with a 
total of 1*8 represents a limited sanqpling, there cqppeared to he some 
tendencies lAiich appeared conaiaitent, enotagb to' recognize and. raise cer- 
tain questions. ^ 



..,In this project these terms are define'd as follows: 

1) A sentence to be a grbiip of vords expressing a ^complete thoiaght. 

2) A run on sentencie is two or more-' different ideas Joined together 
without poinctuation , capitalization and conjunction or continuous 
use of conjunction^ to add additional thoughts. 

3) A fragment is a group of words not expressing a complete thouglht 
but not an interjection. . 

■ : . ■ > ' • -I 

/ 

/ * ^ 




It is clearly recognized that the findings of this survey indicates 
the tendency of young ^iters* errors in~a particular school at a certain 
time and in no way suggests the existence of this situation in other 
schools., Follow up studies may xmcover new data to give' additional evi- 
dence. ^ 



yhe following represents questions for which the study i.ndicated 
seme. responses. In your* school at this time what would you theorize 
the answers to the questions would be? 
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To what- extent are run on sentences a problem across the grades? 




This st\idy reveeLLed that after grade two. more than 50% of th% pupils 
on each grade level made run on sentences • The rate of occurrence when 
compared to the total words written for grades three throxigh .eight occurred 
on the average of once per 53 words. 



Vhat grade makes the fevest run oh sentences? . 

■ • ^ i • ' • ^ 

< I • « 
The sample shoved ^grade one with only 2 minion sentences* When compar- 
ing run on; sentences to the total words written ^ade one again |iad the 
fewest run! oh sentences/ In this grade there appeared one run on sentence 
per every pne hundred eleven words. ' . • 



What grade makes the most run on sentences? 



The data of this study revealed grade five with a total of 

I 

sentences out of a total of 1192 vordis.j 
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What ^ade has .fevefst pupils make ^njn oi^ sentences? 



According to the results examined grades 1 & 2 had only two pupil 



ipils f 



making run on sentences. 



.) ■ ■ 




What krade has the most individual students make run on sentences? 



^ / In this survey grade 8 had all six of the students making run oh:sen- 
\^ tences; vhlle grades three aijd five had five of tlie six pupils making run 
on sentejxe^ errors • ' ^ ' * . \^ 
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would ytnx expect that the grade level that irrote the noet vords vould 

/ ■ 



vrite the momt run on ffntenceBT 



lot la . thla inatnce^ Ojpde 8 irrote a total of 2,6l3 vords vlth 
tcftal of 30 rmtjoo aenteneei Imt frade five i^le writing 1.192 'mrda had 
i 36 run on lenteneea. ' . . ' ^ ^ 

' - . • 
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Vould you expect more run od •entncea If a ptq>il uses more con^JunctionsT 



Th'e general tendency In data fleeted 8eeBe||Lto indicate this to 



be true across the grades* ^ 
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Would you ejqiect to find a pupil making more writhing #rror8 other 
than irun on tentencea if more conjxmctioos are used? 

The examination of this data for each child at each grade level 

/ . • • ■ ■. . 

does not indicate a^^onsistency here .^Across the grades it didn't, 
appear to matter a student uaed more conjun^ons or not as there 
did not appear to he an/ obserrable relatienahip. In grades 7 ft 6 hov* 
evefr, th^re vas a stronger relationship. At these levela 1% appeared 
vlth mofe rtgularity end vhen a student used more ccQunctioter hfe vaa 
more |ikel7 to make errors In his vriting. 
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What errorCs) do you think would be nade by the aost p\q>llJT 

In this study out of a total saiiipllng of hB pupils: 

35 of ttaea or 13% placed no punctuation at the end of a sentence. 
33 or 68$ bad run on sentences. 

31 or 65% bad emitted a ci4)ital at the beginning of a sentence. 
Tbe remaining arrors irare mad^ tgr l^sa than 30$ of the pupils • 
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VMt •rrors would y<m «xpttct occurred^ most frequently acroee 



the gredee? 



In this project tfaf three top aoet ^occurring errore veret 



1) Capltel oaltted at beglnti^ 9f • sentence (occar««^ 151 '^^^^ 
^2) Ho punctuatlan at the -.end of • sentence, (dcettrre^^l tlaiis) 



3) <f^ on sentence (o<4iirred'122 iimmmj 



i-.-V 
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. What grade Revels vould you expect to find the highest percent 
errors,? {% of errors* - Total Errors ♦ Total Words Written) 



4 



In this cas/fi the data Indicates 
♦ • 
l»th grade 20% 

,..1. , . ■ , 

3rd| grade 205^ ' 

2nd grade 2Q% ^ • 

l8t grade 19% 
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What vould you expect are the errors Bade by more than 50^ of the , pupils 



on a particular grade lerelT 



r 
1 



According the the tabulation of the data in this survey /the following 



represents 



1st -grade - No punctuation at the end of a sentence 



50%H>r more of ,the students per grade level making the error. 



2nd grade f- 'Cflqpital incorrectly placed. 

Ho punctuation -used to end a sentence 



y 3rd grade ■> Hp punctuatioqiAUBed at end^of^sentence. • ^ . 

. ' y Ihift oA sentence. . . A,. . . . . . . • . ^ 

Qspltal omivtted at beginning of sentence. ...... 



Conjuiiotiofi IncorrsQtly uaad (it. aantanca beginning. 



Capital Incorrectly placed 
Uth^ade ^ Capitail incorrectly placed vithin a sentence^ .... 

■-■ - I 

; Capital xoitted at sentence beginning 

i 

j Coamia used for sentence ending 

No pxanctuatlon at end of sentence • • • • 

Pun on sexitence. . .'\ 



No subject in sentence by needed* . 
Fragment \ . . . ^ 



5th grade * Capital omitted at beginning of seatence . 



. . . • . 



Conjunction Incorrectly used at sentence b;;glnnlng . . 



Run -on sentence 

r 



■o inmctuatlon used at end of ^feteace ..... 
Conjunctloo used Incorrectly to add or extend ideas. 



.500 
.667 
.667 

l.OOb 

.883 

.885 

.667 

:5dO 
.83^ 

.667 
^66T 
<667' 
.667 
.500 
4 .500 
.833 
.833 
.833 
^-.667. 
.667 



5th sxmdm - Capital Incorrectly *placed*Wl thin a sentence. • • • • .500 y 
Capital omitted where neceisAry • • • .500 



Ajpposltlye not punctuated • • • • 2 ^^SOO 

pragneiit • .500 h ^ 

6th grade - Capital omitted at sentence beginning ^ .66^ 

No punctfuatlon at the^ end 6f a sentence .6.67 

Conjunction used incorrectly to extend ideas, j . . . .667 

"^^tun on sentence. • • • .667 ; 



Conjunction incorredtlTl used at sentence beginning .500 
7th grade - Capital omitted at sentence beginnii^g. • • • ^ • • • • •&67 
1 No punctuation at the end sentence. • • • • 



conjunction used incomrectla.. to extend idea^^^^^^^^p^ ihh} 

Uun on senten^.^/>S^^ ^ • ^<^\ 

No subjt;icn|ra^ • • • • .500 



/ 





8th Gride - Capital cfim beginning •••••••• 1.000 



No punctuati^ at end of sentence ........ ^* . 1.000 



Run on senMbce ••••••• 1.000 

' No subject in sentence btt needed. .833 

'i. - ( 

Fragment. ..]....;...... .833 



Conaa used for sentence ending. • • • ..." v667 

No preCicate but needed . . \ . . , . . . .667 

^lonJuncClon used incorrectly at sentence beginning. .500 
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What erjrors vould you expect vould'be naO^e by less than 50^ of aU the 



pupils?' ' . " X 



Thes* errors wfere made by bet'ween 10 and 50% of- all the pupils in 
this study^ While error .analysis was ^ot all inclusive, of the twenty 
types bf errors ; tallied, these ar* Ihe fi&dings: 

1. Capit^ placed incorrectly in a 'sentence .417 

2. Conduct iGo used at sent^hce Iveginnlng incdtrectly. . . .396 

• C6Dj[ubctldta uBed Incorrectly to Join oir extelkd thoughts ^396 
Fragments*. ......... . . * ,^4 

^ 5. Comma, used for punctuation at end of a sentence . \ . . • ,313 

6. Subject » >j|e^ded, but onltted • • • yt . . ; ^313 

7. Capital letter not used corr^ly vlttiln a sentence . . * .250^ 

8. Predicate need^d^but onitted ,250 

9. Incorrect verb tensti^^ . .^^^^ .229 

* 10. Ho conma.usflfd in a seriea .^o* . . i .167 

11. APPositive not set off bjr^e^anmas. . y . ...... . lUg 

- 12. pl>Ject of the verb needed by omitted 

13|p Coomui used vlthin a sentence incorrectly. . ^04 

lU. Inconreet punctuation xised at end of sent^encte ..... .083 

15. Ho AgrefMnt batmen subject and predicate. -. . v . . . .083 
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.Aa you theorised tendencies you undoubtedly had different responses 
^t^^^Hfs Is to Ve expected* Hoveve^^ It Is our hopes that you foimd It 
Interesting to compare theories In relation to your unique sltuatlqp 
with the Inclinations uncovered by this s^ud^ and appreciate ^'What's 
Happening-?" In another school. " , 
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C0NCLU3I0H ; ^ . ^ 

According to the tendencies developed by this study, elementary 
school writers in ythis school at' the time of, this s^Mng appeared to ' 

!have difficulty placing punctuation at the end of a se*ence, treat- 
ing their ideas separat.ely aj!d capitalizing the beginning of a nev and/or 
different idea. Run on sentences then ,^liS^ihi9 case, are a problem 
across the grades. These three types of errors not only appeared most 

'frequently aetoss the grades but vere consistently made by the most 




pupils. , ^ • 

In this* case teacher's across the grades need to develop 'their own 
strate^es in teaching, correcting, and guiding their students to over- 
come this problem area. Ahe^data calls for teacher evaluation and ^ 
attention. ^ ' d 

The problem of punctuation, capitalization and' keeping ideas' sepaf- 
ate appear closely related with one nurtur^g the other two. It, there- 
fore, appears quite likely that greater skill development in any one of 
theq4 aseas should result in the lessoning^f th4 occurrence of the 
other two. ^ * ' 
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